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APRIL–JUNE 2018

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

by Ivan Clark

Where is spring? March is certainly going out like a lion!
We are looking forward to our 2018 season. We have featured
displays, new items, and lots of ideas, but we need volunteers.
Do you have graphic art talent to help us upgrade and freshen
our displays? If you do and would like to volunteer, let us know.
Email rths@frontier.com or call 832-8538 and leave a message.
Spring also means the start of yard work—grass, bushes,
flowers, trees, mulch, etc. Have a green thumb? Let us know!
This year is our membership drive year and plans are being
made or are in the works to let the general public know who we
are and what we do. More to come on this program.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
All functions are at the History Center unless otherwise noted.

Meetings on 2nd Wednesdays
April 11, 7:00 p.m./business meeting/miniprogram: Brenda
Gibson (See p.4.)
May 9, 7:00 p.m.//business meeting/miniprogram:TBD
June 13, 7:00 p.m./business meeting/miniprogram:TBD
Special Events
April 8 & April 24, 2 to 4 p.m/Visitors’ hours at Center
(2nd & 4th Sundays due to Easter. The regular schedule of 1st and 3rd Sundays
resume in May.)
May 31–June 2/ RTHS Garage Sale at History Center
(See page 7.)

Office Phone: 937-832-8538
Email: rths@frontier.com

June 10/Antique Appraisal at Mill Ridge Village
(See page 7.)
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QUARTERLY SUMMARY
JANUARY 2018: The new officers were installed (See p. 1) and outgoing directors Ron Papp and Genni
King were thanked for their past work. LuAnn Robinson presented a painting to the Society, and Doris met
with a visitor who was making a report on local history. Treasurer Robin Perkins is creating spreadsheets to
allow the RTHS to easily track accounts. On Jan. 6 a short-circuit in the wiring turned off both furnaces while
volunteers were there (see p. 5). Glynn and Ivan drained the water pipes to prevent frozen pipes. The electrician
rewired the furnaces on separate circuits to prevent more trouble. Ivan made a membership drive the priority
for the year and is arranging for the RTHS to be visible at public functions. He and Doug Allen are also
working on a Northmont night to attract younger members. After the meeting, Kay Dawson presented a
miniprogram on the Burma-Shave jingles and signs. (See p. 5.)
FEBRUARY 2018: At the board meeting on Feb. 7, the directors approved a provisional 2018 budget. Ivan
has contacted companies to repair the rusted flue from the water heater and to provide estimates on repairing
the furnace ductwork. He is also trying to arrange to move the stone plaque identifying Randolph Firehouse 2
from the Ward Center to the History Center. Suggestions on the basement water involved cutting away a portion of a board in the basement and putting hydraulic caulking in the spot until permanent repairs can be done.
Cleva Collar proposed building a raised flower bed on the lawn against the retaining wall at the edge of the
parking area. The RTHS Facebook page has received more hits than ever before. Cleva also offered the
Society a handmade tool chest and old tools if someone will remove them from her basement. After the
meeting Ivan presented a short talk on the history of Valentine’s Day. (See p. 5.)
MARCH 2018: The new display case donated by the Masonic Hall on Wolf Avenue has been placed in the
exhibit hall and will hold some of the police and fire department items that were crowded into the other
display case. Bill and Ivan have put tile at the bottom of the basement wall where water was coming in and
are installing tile on more of the wall. Ivan asked members to watch for photos of former businesses in the
area and suggested the Society try to find a graphic arts designer to create displays for events like the Community Market. Glynn suggested abandoning plans to move the Fire Station 2 plaque from the Ward Center
due to the high cost. The photos have been taken from all the sports plaques in the basement and are ready to
be scanned. They can be stored on a thumb drive and made available for identification by the public, while
the plaques will no longer take up space. Ivan said he felt the court record books and the encyclopedias in the
basement might have some value if a buyer could be found. The three companies contacted about the furnaces
have all been reluctant to get into redirecting the ductwork. One recommended installing overhead Mitsubishi
units. Ivan said at some point soon the board of directors will meet to discuss what should be done. The
insurance on the Center was increased.

AREA NEWS AND NOTES
In Memoriam
Marjorie Papp died Feb. 22. A long-time member of the RTHS and mother of member Ron Papp, she
had participated in many programs until her health failed. In April of 2008, she was one of the panel members
who discussed the “Memories of Clayton II” program later printed and on sale at the History Center. Possibly,
her greatest contribution might have been to get Ron interested in the Society!
Martha Eidemiller Craig Taulbee has members’ deepest sympathy for the death of her husband, Jim,
on Jan. 1.
Wayne Watkins died on Jan. 21. He was not a member of the RTHS, but many members owe him
much. He and his wife, Dorothy (Dottie), were charter members of the Brookville Historical Society and
helped preserve much local history and records. When Sue Cummings and Glynn Marsh restored their house
on Sweet Potato Ridge Road, Wayne and Dottie were valuable sources of advice. And both were always
willing to meet with local reporters doing stories on local history. All members of historical societies in the
area will miss Wayne.
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THE FAMILY TREE

The end of the Spanish flu pandemic didn’t
mean the end of health fears. Although the first
outbreak of polio had occurred in Vermont in
1894, this involved only 132 cases and attracted
little notice. But in 1916, New York City had
9,000 cases and 2,343 deaths, and nationwide
the toll was 27,000 cases and 6,000 deaths. 3
Survival could be almost as frightening as
death, since it often meant a lifetime of paralysis,
wheelchairs, braces, or in worst cases, a lifetime
on your back in an iron lung.
From then on, polio epidemics terrified
parents each summer. As with the flu, an outbreak
in a community could lead to swimming pools and
theaters being closed. My own parents took turns
going to the grocery store so they could keep my
brothers at home.
On April 12, 1955, Dr. Thomas Francis Jr., of
the University of Michigan, announced Dr. Jonas
Salk’s polio vaccine was “safe, effective, and
potent.” The next morning, doctors’ receptionists
arrived at work to find all the phones ringing as
parents called to schedule “polio shots” for their
children.

by Kay Dawson
Terror in the bloodstream
This year has been a bad one for the flu. Or
rather, it’s been a good one for the flu and a bad
one for victims!
But it is nothing like the years of 1918 to
1920, when the “Spanish flu” became the deadliest
pandemic in history.
Despite the name, scientists and historians
now believe that the flu started at an Army base
in Kansas, was spread throughout the country by
troop movements, went overseas, and then, just as
it was running its course in America, was brought
back by returning servicemen. It was known as the
Spanish flu because neutral Spain had not imposed
wartime censorship on the press, and the Spanish
papers were free to report the extent of the illness.
Before it ended, historians estimate, it infected
500 million people around the world and killed 20
to 50 million, including some 675,000 Americans. 1 At the time, medical science lacked antiviral drugs. Penicillin wouldn’t be discovered for
another decade. Many victims died of the pneumonia that resulted from the flu. Others died of a
“cytokine storm,” an overreaction of the immune
system that attacked the body generally.
One authority says, “The conditions in 1918
were not so far removed from the Black Death
in the era of the bubonic plague of the Middle
Ages.” 2 There were not enough coffins in some
places, so people were buried wrapped in sheets.
In some areas, a shortage of healthy gravediggers
meant using mass graves. Some people started for
work feeling perfectly healthy, only to be near
death by nightfall.
The absence of many health workers, busy on
military service, didn’t help, either.
Once the danger could no longer be ignored,
local governments did what they could. Ordinances required the wearing of masks. Although
most surgical masks weren’t fine enough to stop
particles expelled through violent sneezes, they
were of some help in keeping the virus away from
other people. Schools were shut down, and indoor
gatherings, and some public gatherings, were outlawed. In Brookville, churches were closed for
several weeks. In Lewisburg, only an outdoor
celebration of the Armistice was allowed.

Membership Report by Wilma Schroeder
The Society is fortunate to maintain a very high
membership renewal rate. We continue to add new
members each year, but lose some of our valued
older members to death and relocation. We value
each member and work hard to make the Society a
valuable resource for history in the community.
Memberships Processed
January through March
Corporate: Mill Ridge Village Retirement
Community.
Family: Kathleen & Doug Allen, Carolyn & John
Bruns, Ivan & Beverly Clark, James & Donna
Hendrickson, Jack & Bonnie Horstman, Dick &
Vi Olinger, Luis & Pat Riancho, Barry & Cathy
Ryan, and Ron & Mary-Ann White.
Individual: Cathy Allison, Barbara Benson, Sally
Carles, Marilyn Ekberg, Barbara Eller, Bill
Gothard, Sarah Grentz, Judy Hodges, David Hoke,
Bill Kern, Ethan Mann, Dennis Mann, John Ruel,
Jerry Sherman, Gloria Warner, Susie Wertz,
Stephen Wick, Jennifer Woods, and Beverly
Zellers
Sustaining: Phyllis Pence and Howard Ullery

https://amhistory.si.edu/polio/americanepi/comm
unities.htm
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https://www.history.com/topics/1918-flu-pandemic
2
https://virus.stanford.edu/uda/
1
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ACQUISTIONS
From Krista (Flickinger) Schenck:
1965 “The Bolt” Northmont High School yearbook;
1966 “The Bolt” Northmont High School yearbook;
1971 Northmont Junior High Yearbook;
May 27, 1971 issue (“the last issue”) Northmont
Junior High Thunderbulletin newsletter.

From Doug Allen:
1973 “The Bolt” Northmont High School yearbook;
1990 “The Bolt” Northmont High School yearbook.
From the Debbie Frantz family:
1958 Bobcat yearbook;
1958 City directory of Trotwood–Englewood,
including Phillipsburg, Clayton, Taylorsville, Union,
and Northmont;
1959 Bobcat yearbook;
1967 Bobcat yearbook;
Archaeology History of Ohio: The Mound Builders
and the Later Indians, by Gerard Fowke;
Beside the Stillwater, by Doris Class Brentlinger
(history of Butler Twp. and Polk Grove Church);
Randolph and Northmont Schools: 100 Years, by
Gladys Dawson.

From Stephen Wick:
Early picture of Old Concord Church Cemetery,
1915;
Picture of Donna Beck;
Picture of “J. Hincle Groceries, Shoe Street” and
Post Office, Lima, OH;
Picture of the Little York Band.
Found uncatalogued in collection:
Darke County Plat Directory, 2002;
Montgomery County Plat Directory, 1997;
Northmont Senior High School 2000 Alumni
Directory;
Northmont Senior High School 2010 Alumni
Directory.

From Tom Walker:
Two programs from the class of 1957’s 60th
reunion.

CONSERVANCY DISTRICT OFFICIAL TO SPEAK ABOUT
THE ENGLEWOOD DAM
At the end of the April meeting of the RTHS, Brenda Gibson, public relations manager of the Miami
Conservancy District, will talk about the Conservancy District and the dams, and will have rare photos of the
workers' towns built at the dam construction sites, photos of the dams being built, and the stories of the people
who built them.
After the Flood of 1913, people in the area were determined to save Dayton from a future disaster.
Business leaders and citizens raised money and formed the Miami Conservancy District (MCD). The public
contributed more than $2 million dollars in a few weeks.
The District hired Arthur Thomas, who pioneered in this area the design he later used in the Tennessee Valley Authority, and five dams–Taylorsville, Englewood, Huffman, Lockington, and Germantown–were
built in the 1920s. Not only have the dams protected Dayton for nearly a century, but the land around the
dams has been a valuable natural resource and recreational area.
Gibson’s talk will be on Wednesday, April 11, immediately following the business meeting of the
Society. The business meeting starts at 7:00 p.m., with the talk to begin approximately 7:30 p.m.
Everyone, including nonmembers, is welcome. If you know someone with an interest in the dams
or someone new to the area who might wonder how the dam came to be (or what was this Flood that local
people talk about in capital letters), invite them to come.
As usual, there will be refreshments and a social hour afterward. (And the refreshments will be
somewhat better than the scraps people subsisted on while marooned in their homes during the Flood!)

“Remember the promises you made in the attic.”—Slogan of the
fundraising drive to finance the Conservancy District and the Dams,
referring to the people who, stranded in their attics by the flood,
vowed that they would work to see it never happened again.
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RECENT HAPPENINGS AT THE RTHS HISTORY CENTER
Narrow escape
Doris, Glynn, and Ivan were working at the Center on Jan. 6 when they smelled a strange odor.
Investigating the lower level, Glynn and Ivan found the furnaces had no power and the circuit breaker was
off. It immediately went out again as soon as they turned it on, so they began calling for repairs. With the
local repairman out of town, they finally reached Bach and Son, who investigated on Sunday, told them the
problem was electrical, and generously donated the cost of the service call. Glow Electric discovered a short
in the wire to the furnaces had burned away insulation and could easily have started a fire. In addition, both
furnaces were on the same circuit, a safety and code violation. Glow Electric repaired the wiring and rewired
the furnaces on separate circuits.
Ironically, it was Sue Cummings’ fear that someone renting the Ward Center, where the RTHS
originally stored some of its archives, would accidentally start a fire that motivated her to push so hard for
a History Center.
Miniprograms
This past quarter, everyone seems to have been busy with year-end activities, sick with the flu,
mopping water out of homes and the History Center’s basement, or just suffering from the winter “blahs.”
The monthly meetings haven’t offered very extensive miniprograms, and attendance has been way down.
In January, Kay Dawson offered a short talk on the Burma Shave signs that used to line the highway
until the 1960s. These were a series of six signs per set, with a line of verse on each of the first five and
BURMA-SHAVE on the last. Contests for the public to submit jingles sometimes produced as many as
50,000 entries.
When the company posted one set of signs saying, “Free Free/a trip/to Mars/for 900/empty jars.
Burma-Shave,” a grocer collected empty jars. The company sent him and his wife to Moors (pronounced
“Mars”), Germany!
The higher speeds, the Internet, and restrictions on roadside advertising ended the Burma-Shave
signs, but there are two sets in the Smithsonian. Verse by the Side of the Road: The Story of the BurmaShave Signs and Jingles, by Frank Rowsome, Jr., and Burma-Shave: The Rhymes, the Signs, the Times, by
Bill Vossler, also preserved this bit of Americana. A Website, http://burma-shave.org/jingles/ lists the jingles
by the dates when they first appeared.
This miniprogram spurred reminisces by members of family vacation trips from that period.
After the February meeting, Ivan Clark gave a brief history of Valentine’s Day. He explained how the
holiday developed from the ancient Roman festival of the Lupercalia. In the 5th century A.D., Pope Gelasius
replaced the festival with a Christian Celebration honoring the executed St. Valentine. The National Retail
Association projected that Americans would spend $19.6 billion on the holiday and buy 190 million cards.
Finally, the March meeting was followed by a talk compiled by Doris West (read by Ivan, since Doris
was fighting the flu) about events covered in the Englewood Independent in 1978, 1988, 1998, and 2008.
The March 15, 1978, issue had an article on local photographer Edwin Sinks. Also, the City of Englewood received grants to widen Main Street and upgrade sewers in Morgan Place.
In 1988, Aullwood Farm dismantled a 99-year-old barn on Westbrook Road and re-erected it on the
Farm on Frederick Pike, replacing the 125-year-old barn that had burned down the previous fall.
In 1998, City Manager Eric Smith showed the new street signs, with maroon letters and the Englewood logo on a cream background.
Some of Doris’s research brought to mind now-vanished businesses. In 1978, Stop-n-Go offered
a large coffee for 20¢. In 1988, Empire Restaurant (where Bolts Café now is) offered breakfast specials for
$1.99, and Shades of Ruby (where El Cazador now is) featured a St. Patrick’s Day dinner of corned beef and
cabbage for $6.95. Newton’s Book Store in Country Square Shopping Center announced in the March 18,
1998, issue that it would close.
If anyone would like to do a similar program, drop by the History Center on a work day or during
the public hours. You can browse through the back issues of the Englewood Independent or look through the
archives for a diary or a business’s ledger book that would be of interest. Or, if you have any diaries, letters,
or pictures of your family, contact Ivan Clark and tell him you have a program.
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PLANS FOR 2018
New Exhibits
Because Easter is on the first Sunday of the month, the RTHS History Center will hold its first public
hours on the second and fourth Sundays, April 8 and 22, from 2 to 4 p.m. There are some new exhibits and
plans for more.
One reworked exhibit is about the National Road through Randolph Township. (See photo, left.) Some
of you will recognize the poster as the one used in celebration of the bicentennial of the National Road in
2006. The display has additional material. There is also a
recording of “The Phantom of Route 40,” a song by Joe
Coleman, about the unknown man who terrorized truckers
for several months in the early 1950s.
The exhibit on the Englewood Dam and Morgan Place,
has been added to and will be
of special interest to those
who hear Brenda Gibson on
April 11. (See p. 4.)
The Masonic Hall on
Wolf Avenue donated a
lighted display case to the
History Center. The previously cluttered display about local fire and police departments now has more
room. (See photo, right.)
We hope to have more exhibits on Northmont Schools, with special emphasis on the classes of 1968,
1978, 1988, 1998, and 2008, and would like to remember homes and businesses that are no longer on the
scene. If any of you have photos of old businesses, even if they only supply a backdrop to the scene, the
Society would like to scan them or would give them a good home. If you have memories of such businesses—
maybe your first job was at Berger Lumber or Zimmerman’s Fruit Market—why not jot them down and send
them to the Society? (And don’t tell us you’re “not a writer”; we can patch up any misspellings, and the
writer’s style is often part of the charm of these reminiscences. If you really hate writing things down,
contact us, and we will be happy to arrange to meet with you and record your memories.)

Change in Englewood Independent
By now you’ve undoubtedly learned that the Englewood Independent is appearing in the
Valley section of the Miami Valley Sunday News, along with news from the Vandalia Drummer,
the Huber Heights Courier, and the Tipp City Herald.
Ron Nunnari is still the editor, but he said he has less control over what is on those pages.
(From the time he first became editor, Ron has been a good friend to the Society. It was his suggestion that led to the donation to the History Center of the bound volumes of the Independent that
are now in our lower level.) The Society will try to put announcements of general interest in the
Brookville Star. Although that paper already has a column by the Brookville Historical Society,
many in Brookville have ties to the Northmont–Randolph Township area, so the editor recognizes
the value of including news about this community.
The RTHS will also continue submitting announcements to the Dayton Daily News for
inclusion in the “Area News” section. For those of you who don’t subscribe to these newspapers,
they are available to be read at the Northmont library.
Also, please check www.rtsh.org, the Society’s Web site. We are attempting to keep it
updated.
And if you know a nonmember who is interested in the topic of one of our programs or
displays, please let them know about it.
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COMMUNITY REWARDS
PROGRAM

Membership Information
Yes! I want to become a Member of the Randolph
Township Historical Society.

One way to donate to the
Historical Society without
hurting your budget is to link
your KrogerPlus card to the
Kroger Community Rewards
program.
Each quarter, Kroger allots
a certain amount of money for
the Rewards budget and divides it among participating organizations according to each organization’s
percentage of the total spending by members of all
the organizations. Reports sent to RTHS only show
the customer’s KrogerPlus Card Number, name, and
the donation amount.
To register your KrogerPlus Card, go to
www.krogercommunityrewards.com and follow the
instructions. Link the card to RTHS (NPO #81403).
Those without computers or email can set up
accounts at the public library or through another
member. You can also register at 1‐800‐837‐4483,
with your KrogerPlus card and the RTHS number
shown above. The bottom of each receipt should
show your donation. Last year the Society earned
about $500 through this program.

Date _________________________________________
Name(s) ________________________________________
Address_________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________
Phone__________________________________________
Email___________________________________________
New ________ Renewal ___________Gift______________
Membership Level (Check One)
_____Individual @$15.00/year
_____Family @ $25.00/year
_____Sustaining @ $35.00/year
_____Sponsoring @$75.00/year
_____Individual Lifetime @ $250.00 (one-time)
_____Corporate @ $150/year
Extra Cash Donation: $________________
Enclosed is my check for ___________________
Total______________
Please send completed form with check to:

Randolph Township Historical Society
RTHS History Center
114 Valleyview Drive
Englewood, OH 45322-1324

***********************

RTHS TO HOLD GARAGE SALE
While you are doing your spring cleaning, please keep an eye out for any good thing you can donate
to the RTHS garage sale.
The sale will be held at the History Center from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, May 31
and June 1, and 8 a.m. to noon on Saturday, June 2. In addition to normal household dust catchers, we can use
good children’s toys. No furniture or clothing, please. You can drop off items at the History Center from 1:30
to 3:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and Saturdays from now until mid-April.
And we can always use volunteers to sort, price, and arrange the items. If you can donate even a few
hours, contact Doris West, 836-6751. This is a good opportunity for those who would like to do more for the
Society but can’t volunteer regularly.

ANTIQUES APPRAISAL
The RTHS will hold antiques and collectible appraisals on June 10. Tentative plans are for people to
register their items from 12:30 to 2 p.m., with the appraisals running from 2 to 4 p.m. Mill Ridge Village has
graciously agreed to serve as a location.
The RTHS has held five previous such events, and it was always fascinating to learn what is an
antique and what isn’t. At one earlier appraisal, a person brought in an Erector Set in its original box, and the
appraiser was so excited he almost hugged the owner. Another time, a husband and wife were packing a lamp
a lot more carefully for the trip home than it had been packed on the trip to the appraisal. They had found out
it was worth much more than they thought.
Once again, auctioneer Jerry Stichter has agreed to serve as the appraiser. His knowledge and
enthusiasm contributed a lot to making the last appraisal a hit.
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SOME DATES TO REMEMBER REMAINING IN 2018

All events are held at the RTHS History Center, 114 Valleyview Dr., Englewood, Ohio, unless otherwise noted.

Monthly Meetings:
2nd Wednesdays
April 11, 7:00 p.m.
(note time change)
May 9, 7:00 p.m.
June 13, 7:00 p.m.
July 11, 7:00 p.m.
Aug. 8, 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 12, 7:00 p.m.
Oct.10, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 14, 1:00 p.m.
(note time change)
Dec. 12, 1:00 p.m.

Visitors’ Hours At The
History Center:
First and third Sundays,
2– 4 p.m.
April–October

Special Events:
Wednesday, April 11, 7:30
p.m. (following business
meeting): Talk by Brenda
Gibson, public relations
director of the Miami
Conservancy District, on the
dams

Also open during scheduled
work sessions when the flag &
open sign are out

Thursday, May 31, Friday,
June 1, and Saturday June 2:
RTHS Garage Sale at History
Center.

Open other times by
appointment
Call 836-6751

Sunday, June 10: Antiques
Appraisal Event at Mill Ridge
Village

(NOTE: Visitors’ hours will be the
second and fourth Sundays in April
and September because of holidays.)

Work Sessions:
Wed. and Sat. afternoons
1–4 p.m.

Exhibit:
National Road
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