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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

by Ivan Clark

As your incoming president for the year 2018, I would first like to
express my many thanks and appreciation to all of the officers, board
members, and volunteers who worked so hard through 2017.
The year 2018 has many challenges that will require our full attention.
First, our aging heating and air conditioning units should be replaced
soon. Second, we still have some water problems in the basement that
require attention. Third, our outside grounds, drainage, mulch, grass,
flowers, and bushes need attention. Fourth, inside cleaning, carpets, and
freshening of displays will be needed.
There are many more, but we have to set priorities based on ability and
finances.
To accomplish this, we need more volunteers. Volunteers come from
membership. Therefore, we must increase our membership from which
to draw volunteers. I would like to declare the year 2018 Membership
Drive year. There will be more to come on this later.
We have an excellent facility of which we are proud. It is our task to
keep and improve it so that many generations to come may enjoy it.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
All functions are at the History Center unless otherwise noted.

Meetings on 2nd Wednesdays
Jan. 10/business meeting, 1:00 p.m.
Feb. 14/business meeting, 1:00 p.m.
Mar. 14/business meeting, 1:00 p.m.

on our website.

Office Phone: 937-832-8538
Email: rths@frontier.com

Special Events
The tour of the Piqua library, in the historic Fort Piqua Hotel, has
been postponed until spring due to the possibility of bad weather.
The new date should be announced in the next newsletter.
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QUARTERLY SUMMARY
At a board meeting in October, the board members agreed that henceforth the Society and the History
Center will be referred to in publicity as the RTHS and the RTHS History Center. In official paperwork, it
will remain the Randolph Township Historical Society, Inc., but the new reference will be more “user
friendly.”
At the November meeting, the new officers were elected. Ivan Clark was elected president, Doug
Allen vice president, and Robin Perkins treasurer. Wilma Schroeder and Kay Dawson will continue as corresponding secretary and recording secretary, respectively. Cleva Collar, Doris West, Shirley Whiting, and
Glynn Marsh will become board members for 2018–2019. Doris also offered to serve in the unofficial role
of office manager.
The History Center had some interesting visitors during this quarter, beginning with 63 secondgraders from Englewood Elementary School on Oct. 3 and 4. (See p. 5.) On Oct. 16, Doris met with a person
who needed to research some old maps, and on Oct. 18 a person reclaimed the Civil War uniform that had
been on loan to the Center. On Oct. 28, 2017, six members of the Society toured the new main building of
the Dayton Metro Library on Third Street in Dayton. (See p. 6.) And on Nov. 7, members of the Northmont
Branch Library turned the tables by visiting the RTHS History Center. (See p. 6.)
It’s been a very wet quarter. Recognizing Ivan Clark’s engineering experience, the directors accepted
his advice to add second downspouts and new leaf guards to keep rainfall from overflowing the spouting and
landing at the foundation. When 1.5 to 2 inches of rain fell in a few days, only about a gallon of water collected in the basement, and the problem seemed to be on its way to a solution. But during the record rainfall
on Nov. 5 (3.5 to 5 inches in a few hours), Ivan found water entering the basement under the board where the
two parts of the building join. (He saw the caulking pushed loose and thrown across the room by the rain.) He
recommended removing this board, caulking the joint, and putting more sealing at this spot.
The board also discussed the need to investigate the heating system and to remove the thick carpet on
the back stairs and made suggestions for the role of the society in the future. Ivan Clark is collecting quotes
for the heating system, beginning with one from Butler Heating for $9,996. There are also rebates available
that will cut the cost even further.
Ivan recommended that in 2018 the Society emphasize events from 1940 through 1980, try to attract
new members from those decades, and be a presence at more civic functions. He and Doug Allen are working
on a “Northmont Night at the Museum,” inviting members of the classes of 1968, 1978, 1988, and 1998 to the
History Center.
Before the December meeting, the Society held a carry-in luncheon, inviting members who had been
at two meetings over the past few months. While other commitments, cold weather, and viruses cut down on
the attendance, those who could attend enjoyed the occasion. (See p. 6)

AREA NEWS AND NOTES
In Memoriam
Doris “Jean” Schauer of Clayton died on Oct. 30, 2017. She and her husband, George, joined the
Society a few years ago and were appreciated, as are all our members. The Society offers its condolences
to George and to their family.
Congratulations
After so many memorial entries, it’s nice to have a different announcement.
Dick Weimer is engaged to marry Geraldine “Geri” Bush. Many members will remember that after
his wife, Joretta, died in 2013, Dick moved to Florida to be near his daughter but soon moved back to Englewood. In August he moved into an apartment at BrookHaven Retirement Community. Seeing residents
enjoying themselves at a table in the dining room, Dick introduced himself. Soon he and Geri, who had lived
at BrookHaven since May, were lingering after dinner and, said Dick, “things went on from there.” The
couple will continue to live at BrookHaven.
All members of the RTHS wish them a happy future.
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THE FAMILY TREE

$7.00/senior citizen, and $4.00/child aged 6
through 12.
The Garst Museum, 205 N. Broadway,
Greenville (937-548-5250), is closed in January
but will be open from 10 a.m. through 4 p.m.
Tuesdays through Saturdays and 1 through 4
p.m. on Sundays in February and March. (The
Website also notes that the museum closes
“when the Darke County Sheriff issues a Level
Three Snow Emergency.”) Annie Oakley was
born 20 miles northeast of Greenville, and the
Garst museum houses the National Annie
Oakley Center. Other exhibits include the history of the Treaty of Greene Ville, Longtown
(a triracial settlement founded in 1822 on the
border of Ohio and Indiana), and memorabilia
about and by Lowell Thomas. A world traveler
and reporter born northwest of Greenville in
Woodington, Thomas is perhaps best known for
publicizing the exploits of Lawrence of Arabia,
and the exhibit includes a set of Lawrence’s
Arab robes, displayed on a life-sized cutout of
Lawrence that reveals him to be a surprising
small, slim person. The admission charge is
$10.00/adult, $9.00/senior citizen, and $7/child
aged 6 through 17. The museum also includes a
research library.
Those who want more than a museum visit
can attend two talks at the Garst Museum.
Sometime in February (date not yet set), Roane
Smothers of the Union Literary Institute
Preservation Society will talk about Longtown,
and on March 18, at 2:00 p.m., Rex Spencer will
discuss “St. Clair’s Expedition to the Upper
Wabash and Ultimate Defeat.”
Dayton History also has several special
events. There are tours of Hawthorn Hill, Orville
Wright’s home, at 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. every
Wednesday and Saturday, for $12.00. These
leave from Carillon Park. People interested in
Victorian times can enjoy a Valentine’s Tea at
2:00 p.m. on Feb. 4 at the Patterson Homestead,
and an Irish Tea at 2:00 p.m. on March. 4. These
cost $20.00 each.
On Friday, March 9, 16, and 23, and on
Saturday, March 10, 17, and 24, Dayton History
will serve an “end of winter feast” at Carillon
Park. Costing $45.00 each, these are three
courses of an authentic hearth-cooked meal and
historical entertainment in Newcom Tavern, the
oldest building in Dayton.
Don’t let your brain stagnate this winter.

by Kay Dawson
Cure for Cabin Fever
After we finish the holiday celebrations and are
tired of trying to keep our New Year’s resolutions to
exercise more, many of us suffer from cabin fever
(or, as my father termed it, become “shack nasty.”)
Even if RTHS History Center is closed, there are
plenty of winter localities for history buffs to visit.
Those of us who remember visiting the National
Museum of the U. S. Air Force in elementary school
and standing bewildered while the only male teacher
in the school discussed the engines and horsepower
with mechanical-minded boys should give the museum another try. Located on Springfield Street at
Gate 2B of WPAFB in Fairborn (255-3268), it is
open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Indoor exhibits include presidential planes, the space shuttle crew
compartment trainer, famous aircraft, and some
hands-on exhibits. The signs on the exhibits will
fill in the gaps in your knowledge. There is also a
cafeteria and an IMAX theater. Admission to the
museum is free, but there is a charge for the theater
and flight simulators.
Carillon Historical Park, 1000 Carillon Blvd., in
Dayton, run by Dayton History (937-293-2841), is
open from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Mondays through
Saturdays and noon to 5 :00 p.m. on Sundays. Admission is $8/adult aged 18 through 59, $7/senior
citizen, and $5/child aged 3 through 17. Carillon
Park has more than 30 restored and reconstructed
buildings and other items of Dayton’s history. This
is less attractive in bad weather, since visitors have
to walk from one preserved or reconstructed building to another, although most of the exhibits are inside the buildings. People who work up an appetite
can eat at Culp’s Cafeteria, long a favorite eating
place when it was in downtown Dayton, or learn
about the brewing of beer and enjoy German dishes
at the Brewery.
During periods of good weather, people may
want to venture further afield. The Armstrong Air
and Space Museum, 500 Apollo Dr., Wapakoneta
(419-738-8811), is a bit less interesting to those of
us who remember the space age, but it is a good
place to take youngsters. From October to March,
it is open from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays through
Saturdays and from noon to 5 p.m. on Sundays. It
offers some interactive exhibits, a film about the
Apollo 11 landing, exhibits of Armstrong’s life and
flights, and a moon rock. Admission is $8.00/adult,
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TWENTY YEARS
inventory of historical sites and development of a
“school bus tour,” in cooperation with the Board of
Education, of historical and current schoolhouses.
In May 1998, we had our first open house at the
Ward Center. In June, the Society participated in the
Clayton Community Picnic and Toll Road Festival
in Union. Loren Butterbaugh began reading and
inventorying the tombstones in local cemeteries.
Angie Hoschouer wrote the first “Family Tree”
article, about the Young Family history.
We began a “name the newsletter” contest.
Corporate members were Carra Builders, City of
Union, Milton Federal Savings Bank, Municipality
of Clayton, and Samaritan North Health Center.
We ended the 1998 year with 105 memberships
and a holiday cookie exchange. Bob and Mary Lou
Hine represented the RTHS by driving their 1929
Ford in the first “Winter Day in Clayton” Holiday
Parade.
Although grateful to the City of Clayton for the
space at the Ward Center, we always knew this was
not suitable on a permanent basis. On Jan. 11, 2008,
President Glynn Marsh learned the Englewood
Dunkard Brethren Church, 114 Valleyview Dr.,
was for sale. After the board of directors viewed
the building, made an offer, arranged financing,
and discussed the matter with members in several
meetings, officers drove through a heavy snow to
sign the paper work on March 10, 2008, and began
furnishing the building. In the fall of 2017, the final
payment on the mortgage was made.

You might have noticed that this newsletter edition is volume 20. That means it was 20 years ago
when our first “Randolph Times” was printed. However, we did get out a “Special Edition Newsletter”
in the fall of 1998, after being in existence for nine
months.
On Oct. 23, 1997, the Randolph Township
Historical Preservation Committee, chaired by
Joyce Dietering, met at the Randolph Township
Government Building, 235 E. Salem St. (later the
Janice Ward Community Center). Committee
members were Chris Cotton, Sue Cummings, Paul
Dewey, Jim Henderson, Bob Hine, Marilou Hine,
Angie Hoschouer, Glynn Marsh, Michael Schubert,
and Marilyn White.
Voters in Randolph Township and the Village of
Clayton were debating a merger to form the City of
Clayton, and the committee members were afraid
records and memories of the township would be lost.
A few meetings later, the committee decided
to organize as the Randolph Township Historical
Society. The society set a goal of 50 members for the
first year, with the first 100 designated as charter
members. On Oct. 31, 1998, Dorothy Reinicke
became the 100th charter member.
Our first officers were Glynn Marsh, president;
Sue Cummings, treasurer; Angie Hoschouer,
recording secretary; and Hildreth (Sue) Wilson,
corresponding/membership secretary.
Our research room and archives were two small
rooms at the Janice Ward Center on E. Salem Street
in Clayton. Our two projects for the year were the

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
by Wilma Schroeder

As of Dec. 21, the RTHS had 180 memberships for the calendar year 2017. We thank all of you for
being so loyal, and we hope you will renew your membership for 2018 very soon. If the mailing label on this
newsletter reads 12/17 or earlier, your membership has expired. You can renew using the form on p. 7.
Yearly dues remain the same as for 2017: Individual $15.00, Family $25.00, Sustaining $25.00,
Sponsoring $75.00, Individual Lifetime $250.00 (one-time payment), and Corporate $150.00.
Memberships Processed October–December

Individual: Allen County Library, Shari Bowers, Shirley Frick, Gloria Mumma, Marc Rasor, and Don Roth.
Early renewals for 2018 received Oct. 11–Dec. 21
Individual: Cleva Collar, Kay Dawson, Erma (Mann) Herr, Carol Hoke, and Barbara Weikert

Family: Glen & Brenda Green, Charles & Phyllis Sheets

Sustaining: Clifford Humphrey

The Society is fortunate to maintain a very high membership renewal rate. We continue to add new
members each year, but lose some of our older members to death or relocation. We value each and every
member and work hard to make RTHS a valuable resource for history in the community.
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RECENT HAPPENINGS AT THE RTHS HISTORY CENTER
Students meet the past
The future met the past on Oct. 3 and 4, when 63
second-graders from Englewood Elementary visited the
History Center as part of their “Then and Now” program.
Their teacher, Jana Dawson, and several parents accompanied them, and various Society members were on hand to
show them around,
Their teacher had briefed them well, and most of
them knew about the 1913 flood that led to the creation of
the Englewood Dam. They all were intrigued by the model
of the dam that shows the features obscured by the water. In
keeping with the season, they thrilled at Englewood’s own
ghost story, “The Phantom of Route 40.” They also asked
Doris West poses with Englewood Elementary
about Sam Gingrich’s birdbath and other creations and marstudents.
veled that he was able to make beautiful objects from stones
and cement, and liked the model of the Old German Baptist Church on Barnes Road, with the roof folded
back to show the interior. Shown the photograph of the first-grade class in 1927 at O. R. Edgington School
and reminded those students had no idea their picture would someday be in a museum, several looked
thoughtful.
Amy Leedy explains the MVCTC programs
Amy Leedy, Adult Director of the Miami Valley Career Technology Center, addressed the Society at
the Oct. 11 meeting. She described the beginning of the CTC, when it was known at the Joint Vocational
School, a place for students who wanted vocational education instead of college. Today, the majority of the
students enter college within a few years of graduation or go on to other post-secondary training programs.
The school offers 50 career technical programs for high schoolers, draws students from 27 different schools,
and has satellite programs with other schools.
Society members were most interested in the Adult Education programs, with career programs,
classes to help prepare for General Education Degrees, and ABLE and ESOL courses as well as short-term
certification programs.
December Entertainment

January social period!)

There was no miniprogram in November, but Doris West
organized a carry-in luncheon to be held before the December meeting.
While the attendance was a bit lower than expected, due to schedule
conflicts, cold weather, and a nasty virus in the community), this meant
those attending were able to all fit in the kitchen and enjoy conversation
among members. (Non-attendees haven’t missed out on everything,
though, since the leftover cookies, from The Covered Wagon in Union,
were frozen and will make
another appearance during the

After the December meeting, Mary Knapke and Sherri
Heidemann of “Just Duets” entertained. For a half hour the two
singers from Sidney offered humorous patter and Christmas and
winter songs done in various styles. Some were traditional, and
others were in the styles from the Jazz, Swing, Big Band, Disco, and
Rock-and-roll eras. Genni King made it possible for them to appear.
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Sherri Heidemann and Mary Knapke of
"Just Duets"

LIBRARY CONNECTIONS
RTHS members tour library
On Oct. 28, six RTHS members explored the new Dayton Metro Library. Shaun Wright, Information
Services Manager, and Bill McIntire, Reference/Local History Librarian, pointed out the water theme
throughout the building. “Fractal Rain,” an arrangement of prisms hanging over the main staircase, gives
the effect of a waterfall, artwork throughout the building features water themes, and the tops of the shelves,
especially when viewed from above, are reminiscent of waves.
While the members looked at the Dayton skyline from the outdoor balcony (briefly, since it was
cold), and admired the automated check-in and technology labs, obviously the areas they were most interested
in were the reference area, the Dayton room, and the archives. In addition to the usual microfilm readers and
reference works, the archives area has back issues of newspapers, including several years of the Englewood
Argus-Sentinel and the Brookville Star. There is also a large scanner, large enough to scan an entire newspaper page, and McIntire assured Doris that the RTHS is welcome to bring large documents or photos to be
scanned. Unlike the previous building, in which older materials were in storage and had to be requested, now
only delicate items are not readily available to the public.
The “stacks,” where these materials were previously stored, is now an underground parking garage,
free to library patrons. Wright told the group the contractor had expected to need to reinforce the garage levels
but discovered that the weight of the books and magazines the area had held were more than a match for the
weight of the automobiles!

Jack Horstman, Doris West, Jack West, Shaun
Wright, and Cleva Collar (back to camera) on the
library’s third floor, overlooking the second floor of
the library

Staff of the Northmont Library discusses with
Doris West (off camera) resources available at the
History Center.

Library staff tours History Center
There’s an old joke about a city man with a large family who, on a drive in the country, stopped at a
farm and told the farmer, “My kids want to see your horses.” The farmer replied, “Come ahead. My horses
want to see your kids.”
Somewhat the same situation prevailed at the History Center. Ten days after RTHS members toured
the new library building on Third Street, staff members from the Northmont Branch of the Dayton Metro
Library toured the History Center.
Led by Shari Bowers, 10 staff members viewed the exhibits. Doris West described the archives room
and told them of the existence of the Randolph High School class pictures on the lower level. Staff members
who had grown up in the area enjoyed the memories triggered by photos of now-vanished buildings and
businesses. New residents were intrigued by the past. And all enjoyed hearing about the Phantom of Route 40.
They agreed that the RTHS and the library could co-operate in answering questions from the public
and said several of the exhibits have answered questions that had stumped the librarians.
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COMMUNITY REWARDS
PROGRAM

Membership Information
Yes! I want to become a Member of the Randolph
Township Historical Society.

One way to donate to the
Historical Society without
hurting your budget is to link
your KrogerPlus card to the
Kroger Community Rewards
program.
Each quarter, Kroger allots
a certain amount of money for
the Rewards budget and divides it among participating organizations according to each organization’s
percentage of the total spending by members of all
the organizations. Reports sent to RTHS only show
the customer’s KrogerPlus Card Number, name, and
the donation amount.
To register your KrogerPlus Card, go to
www.krogercommunityrewards.com and follow the
instructions. Link the card to RTHS (NPO #81403).
Those without computers or email can set up
accounts at the public library or through another
member. You can also register at 1‐800‐837‐4483,
with your KrogerPlus card and the RTHS number
shown above. The bottom of each receipt should
show your donation.

Date _________________________________________
Name(s) ________________________________________
Address_________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________
Phone__________________________________________
Email___________________________________________
New ________ Renewal ___________Gift______________
Membership Level (Check One)
_____Individual @$15.00/year
_____Family @ $25.00/year
_____Sustaining @ $25.00/year
_____Sponsoring @$75.00/year
_____Individual Lifetime @ $250.00 (one-time)
_____Corporate @ $150/year
Extra Cash Donation: $________________
Enclosed is my check for ___________________
Total______________
Please send completed form with check to:

Randolph Township Historical Society
RTHS History Center
114 Valleyview Drive
Englewood, OH 45322-1324

MEMORIES NEEDED
“The good old days” weren’t necessarily old. It’s important to record recent memories while they are
still fresh.
And “the good old days” weren’t all that good. Nostalgia has its place, but the cozy fireplace, for
example, didn’t heat the room very efficiently.
Historical societies need oral histories of the recent past, and we need the less nostalgic memories as
well as the happy ones. Maybe you remember intolerably hot summers before air conditioning; what did you
do to keep cool? On a cold winter night, did you have to get up to help thaw frozen water pipes? Do some of
you remember the polio scares before the Salk vaccine was available?
Some Northmont students remember their high school days fondly, while others were misfits who
simply wanted to get enough credits to graduate and go to college. Did any of you men get sent home from
high school for having your hair too long? Do you women remember the administration objecting to short
skirts and then, a few years later, to long “granny” dresses?
All this is as much a part of history as the football team winning the championship or the marching
band scoring in a band competition.
If you would like to write down some of your memories, email them to rths@frontier.com or mail
them to RTHS History Center, 114 Valleyview, Englewood, Ohio 45322. Don’t worry if you were less than
a superstar in English class; that Eloise Rosser couldn’t make every student a prize writer is also part of history. We are more interested in content than style, and if we want to print any in the newsletter the spelling
and punctuation can be cleaned up. If you really don’t like writing, email or call 832-8538 and we can
arrange to tape-record your memories.

“History is composed of the bad and the good.”
----David McCullough
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SOME DATES TO REMEMBER REMAINING IN 2018

All events are held at the RTHS History Center, 114 Valleyview Dr., Englewood, Ohio, unless otherwise noted.

Monthly Meetings:
2nd Wednesdays
Jan. 10, 1:00 p.m.
Feb. 14, 1:00 p.m.
March 14, 1:00 p.m.
April 11, 7:00 p.m.
(note time change)

May 9, 7:00 p.m.
June 13, 7:00 p.m.
July 11, 7:00 p.m.
Aug. 8, 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 12, 7:00 p.m.
Oct.10, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 14, 1:00 p.m.
(note time change)

Dec. 12, 1:00 p.m.

Work Sessions:
Wed. and Sat. afternoons
1–4 p.m.
Visitors’ Hours at the
History Center
First and third Sundays,
2– 4 p.m.
April–October
Also open during scheduled
work sessions when the flag &
open sign are out
Open other times by
appointment
Call 832-8538
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Special Events:
Piqua Library Tour
(TBA, spring)
RTHS Annual Garage Sale
(TBA, during Englewood citywide sale)
RTHS History Center’s 10th
anniversary and mortgageburning ceremony
(TBA, summer)
Special Northmont Night at
the Museum
(TBA)
Sam Gingrich Day
(TBA, summer)

