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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

by Ivan Clark

The year 2018 has been a busy and eventful year! Garage sale,
appraisal event, tree removal, new furnaces and air-conditioning.
Coming up in July, our trifold event, celebrating 20 years since our
beginning. We are also celebrating 10 years in our current location,
along with a symbolic mortgage burning.
Our need for volunteers to help us accomplish our goals continues to be critical; we need skills in display setups, Microsoft Word, and
PastPerfect museum software. The list goes on, but those are the highest
priority. Please, if you wish to serve your community, let us know.
We will continue a membership drive throughout 2018, seeking
people who are interested in the history of Randolph Township and our
three cities, Englewood, Clayton, and Union.
Do you have items of historical value pertaining to the area?
Do your children or family members really want them? If not, please
consider donating them to the History Center.
We want to thank all who have worked so hard this year
to make our museum a great place to see and visit.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
All functions are at the History Center unless otherwise noted.

Meetings on 2nd Wednesdays
July 11, 7:00 p.m./business meeting
August 8, 7:00 p.m./business meeting
September 12, 7:00 p.m./business meeting
Special Events
July 15, 2 – 5 p.m.: Trifold celebration & open house
(RTHS 20th anniversary, History Center’s 10th anniversary, and
mortgage-burning)

Office Phone: 937-832-8538
Email: rths@frontier.com
www.rths.org

Northmont Community Market, various Sundays, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
August 11 & 12: Englewood Arts Festival
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QUARTERLY SUMMARY
April 2018: The RTHS had heavy expenses in March, due to furnace and duct repairs and the insurance on
the building. The duct repair kept the building warmer, and Ivan was collecting quotes and advice on the furnace and air-conditioner. Members planned the garage sale and the Antiques Appraisal. Dave Campbell and
Boy Scout Troop 246 planned to visit the History Center, and the Northmont Optimists planned a meeting at
the Center on April 19. The display case donated by the Englewood Masonic Hall was put in place and now
houses police and fire memorabilia. Kay Dawson suggested the Society buy the copy of Beers’ History of
Montgomery County, Ohio for $95 from Around About Books in Troy, and Charles and Phyllis Sheets offered
to buy it. After the meeting, Barbara Gibson, Public Relations Manager of the Miami Conservancy District,
spoke about the construction of the Conservancy Dams. [See p. 5.]
May 2018: Six people visited on April 22, seven on May 6, and several people stopped by during Wednesday work sessions. Ivan suggested planning for a summer celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Society’s
founding, the 10th anniversary of the opening of the History Center, and a mortgage-burning. He and his
wife, Bev, also volunteered to represent the Society at the Northmont Community Market on June 3, and the
Society will have a booth at three more of the markets this summer. The sign at Main Street needs repairing.
Ivan agreed to represent the Society at the Clayton Business Commission’s Meet and Greet. Mark Hess, a
relative of Sam Berger, contacted Glynn, saying he is copying a photo of the opening day of Berger Lumber
Company for a family reunion and will donate the original to the Society if the family has no objection. After
the business meeting, Bob Makely presented a miniprogram on the history of the Five Rivers Metroparks and
his 33 years as a park ranger there. [See p. 5.]
June 2018: The garage sale on May 31, June 1, and June 2 brought in $959.02 and the Antiques Appraisal
on June 10 earned $173.75. [See p. 5.] Ivan Clark reported the board of directors agreed to contract with Allied
Services to replace the furnaces and air-conditioner at a cost of $14,801 [See p. 7.] and to hire Chris’s Tree
Service for $1,000 to remove the old mulberry tree at the south side of the property. In addition, the board
agreed to accept from Blevin, Inc., a statue of a toolmaker that stood at the TeCo building in Union and to
find a contractor to build a base for it. Kay Dawson said that Sue Cantrell of Around About Books had allowed a $75 credit for volumes of Ohio Supreme Court decisions found stored in the Center’s lower level,
bringing the price of Beers’ History of Montgomery County, Ohio to $20, which Charles and Phyllis Sheets
then paid. The RTHS will hold a triple celebration on July 15, to celebrate the society’s 20th year, the
Center’s 10th year, and the paying off of the mortgage. [See p. 6.]

AREA NEWS AND NOTES
CORRECTION:
As several people pointed out, the last newsletter credited the Conservancy District dams to the wrong person.
It was, of course, Arthur Morgan who designed and supervised the building of the dams and created such
settlements for workers as Morgan Place. Arthur Thomas was a president of Central State University.
In Memoriam
William Robert “Bill” Kern died April 18. He was class president his junior and senior years at Randolph High school and graduated in 1949. He worked in tool designing and as layout engineer at Frigidaire,
and as Plant Manager for GM in Moraine, Ohio. Along with his many civic activities, he was a long-time
member of the RTHS.
Congratulations
Richard “Dick” Weimer and Gerri Bush got their paperwork sorted out and got married in a quiet
ceremony. The newlyweds are living at BrookHaven Retirement Village.
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THE FAMILY TREE

administration, he was traveling home by train.
On a crowded platform in a station, Lincoln was
jostled as the train began to move and began to
drop into the space between the platform and the
car. He was pulled to safety by the person next
to him: Edwin Booth, brother of John Wilkes
Booth.
Unbelievable-but-true events aren’t confined
to the Civil War. A fog allowed George Washington’s troops to escape from Brooklyn Heights
during the Revolution, lifting just after the last
unit was out of range of the British artillery.
John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, possibly the
two people most instrumental in achieving the
adoption of American independence, died July
4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of that
independence.
Sacagawea’s husband signed on as interpreter for the Lewis and Clark expedition because his wife wanted to return to the area where
she had been kidnapped years before and to try
to find her family. When the expedition reached
the area, the first group of natives they encountered included her brother.
Vice President Alben Barkley, speaking at
Washington and Lee University in Lexington,
Virginia, in 1956, declared that “I would rather
be a servant in the House of the Lord than to sit
in the seats of the mighty.”
He got his wish. Upon completing the statement, he dropped dead of a heart attack.
Others can read historical novels. I like my
history straight.
It’s much more interesting.

by Kay Dawson
Stranger than Fiction
“They couldn’t hit an elephant at this distance,”
the general told the soldiers taking shelter from
snipers.
A few moments later, one sniper proved he
could at least hit a general, who fell dead with a
bullet in his head.
In a novel, such a fanciful scene would have
readers and reviewers rolling their eyes in disgust.
But it happened—to Union General John Sedgwick
at the Battle of Spotsylvania.
And who would believe a general’s widow, during wartime, living with the commander-in-chief of
the enemy forces? Yet for several months during the
Civil War, President Lincoln welcomed to the White
House Emily Helm, his wife’s half-sister and the
widow of Confederate General Ben Helms.
History is full of occurrences that are believable
only because they actually happened.
The best-known of these may be Wilmer
McLean’s experience. When the first battle of the
Civil War damaged his crops, he moved his family
to a large house deep in Virginia, in a town called
Appomattox Court House.
Four years later, a Union officer stopped him on
the street and asked if he knew of a large house suitable for the surrender conference. He did.
He later said, “The war started in my front yard
and ended in my front room.”
Robert Lincoln declined his father’s invitation to
Ford’s Theater that April night because of fatigue.
As Secretary of War 16 years later, Robert Lincoln
arrived at the Sixth Street train station in Washington with President James Garfield, only to see him
shot by Charles Guiteau. In 1901, now an executive
for the Pullman Railway Car Company, Lincoln
arrived at the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo,
New York, to learn Leon Czolgosz had just shot
President William McKinley.
After that, Lincoln refused to appear in public
with presidents, making an exception only for the
dedication of the Lincoln Memorial in 1922. He
said, “There is a certain fatality about presidential
functions when I am present.”
After his death, he was buried in Arlington
Memorial Cemetery. The grave of the fourth assassinated president, John F. Kennedy, is a short walk
away.
This was not the only coincidence involving
Robert Lincoln. At some point during his father’s

Membership Report by Wilma Schroeder
The Society is fortunate to maintain a very
high membership renewal rate. We continue to
add new members each year but lose some of
our valued older members to death and relocation. We value each and every member.
Memberships Processed April–June
Corporate: Carra Builders Commercial Construction Company; City of Clayton; City of
Englewood; City of Union; Kindred Funeral
Home; Landes Fresh Meats
Family: Lucas and Jessica Bergman; David
and Belinda Bleam; Norman and Gayle Danes;
George Schauer; Don & Karen Sodders; Jim,
Carolyn, and Carla Van Dyne
Individual: Anita Bannerman; Dorothy Lurz;
Judy McDowell; Inge Pierce; Lenette F. Wilde
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ACQUISTIONS
From John Ruel: The American Historical Supply
Catalogue (19th Century Sourcebook) by Alan
Wellikoff, published 1984, 9" X 11" paperback;
Banks of the Wabash, by Robert V. Van Trees,
published 1986, paperback;
McGuffey’s Revised Fourth Eclectic Reader,
hardback;
Replica of 1908 Sears, Roebuck Catalogue, 9" X 11"
paperback.
Those Were the Good Old Days: A Happy Look at
American Advertising,1880–1950 by Edgar R. Jones,
published 1979, 9" X 11" paperback;
From Phyllis and Charles Sheets: $20, the
money needed to purchase a good reprint of Beers’
History of Montgomery County, Ohio, orig. publ.
1882 after the manager of Around About Books in
Troy credited the Society with $75 for volumes of
Ohio Supreme Court decisions (see p. 2);
WWI jacket, in frame, belonging to and worn by Eli
Z. Nevels, Phyllis’ dad, who lived in Morgan Place;
Framed picture of WWI cavalry unit with Eli Z.
Nevels, who served 1917–1919, circled.
From Jack West: Pair of baseball shoes, 1970
vintage, with black leather and metal cleats.

Found in collection but not attributed: Early
Tools and Equipment by Elmer L. Smith, 8½" X 11"
paperback showing pictures and a description of
tools from 19th and 20th centuries.
From Cathy Allison: Handmade metal cowbell
found on Allison’s property at 406 Moorewood
Circle, buried eight feet deep and most likely from
Finch or Borden farm;
Richard Shell information from his funeral;
Covenants and replat map of Moore’s Spring
Terrace, Randolph Township, on the old Borden
farm property, ca. 1947.
From Conrad & Mary McMonigle: framed oval
photo (color, copy of old Sears print) of Henry Herr
farm, ca. 1915, later known as Richard Oldham farm
(found in file but not previously catalogued).
From Monty Mercer: Meringue whipper, labeled
“Whippit cream & egg whip, manufactured by Duro
Metal Products Co, Chicago Ill.”
From VFW 5434 Brown & Small Post: Rare
World War II toy Army truck with cannon, made of
wood and painted green and brown, with “Noma” on
door.

VISIT OUR ARCHIVES
Newer members may not be aware of all the History Center contains. In addition to the artifacts
on display, the RTHS archives room is available for research or even browsing.
For years, a couple of devoted members have patiently clipped and pasted obituaries from local
papers to add to the genealogy files. This section also contains several family histories and information
about burials in area cemeteries.
Researchers can also use the collection of reference or reading books. The Society has almost 400
books and maps, some in delicate condition but many available for use. There are many old schoolbooks,
including a Webster’s Blue Backed Speller, the volume used by generations of schoolchildren to learn
“Americanized” spelling. We also have a book, Album Quilts of the Miami Valley, written by Sue
Cummings, one of our founders and until her death a very busy member of the Society.
Recently the Society acquired a reprinted edition of Beers’ History of Montgomery County, Ohio.
Thanks to Sue Cantrell of Around About Books in Troy, the Society was able to apply a collection of
Ohio Supreme Court cases to the price, paying only $20 for the book. And Charlie and Phyllis Sheets
generously supplied the $20.
Our extensive file cabinets contain clippings, photos, and records of businesses and organizations
and government bodies and oral histories, interviews done with area residents.
We have all the Bobcat yearbooks from the Randolph High School and many Bolts yearbooks
from Northmont. In the lower level we have graduation photos of every RHS class.
The lower level also has a collection of newspaper clippings and bound volumes of the
Englewood Independent from 1975 through 2008.
If you want to investigate a local event or family, or just have a few hours to spend during our
public hours, stop by and investigate our archives. And those of you at a distance can email or call us
with queries [see p. 1] and we will do our best to locate the answers.
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RECENT HAPPENINGS AT THE RTHS HISTORY CENTER
Fundraisers
The annual garage sale was held at the History Center on May 31, June 1, and June 2. Thanks to
donated goods and volunteer labor, the RTHS raised $959.02. The money will be used to remove an old
mulberry tree on the grounds that is in danger of coming down by itself and damaging the building next door.
Given the heat and humidity those days, possibly the greatest accomplishment of the workers was not melting! And after the closing at noon on June 2, Doris and Jack West hastily packed up all the unsold items so
the Center could open for visitors the next day. (Future sales will not take place on a weekend the Center is
open for visitors.)
The Antiques Appraisal on June 10 took place indoors, thanks to the
generosity of Mill Ridge Village Retirement Community. Auctioneer Jerry
Stichter, donating his services, appraised items brought in by members and nonmembers, explaining a bit about the use and history of such objects and trading
quips with Glynn Marsh. In addition to jewelry, pottery, and china, he appraised
a beaver felt hat, a photo of a Civil War soldier, a Civil War cartridge belt, and
an item that puzzled both him and Glynn. They finally decided it was a homemade vise for sharpening scythes. Again, several members donated their time
to set up and take down the tables and chairs and register the items. This event
raised $173.75 for the Society. (Although this did not take into account the cost
Whatever the provenance of the
beaver felt hat, Jerry Stichter
of the packaged snacks the Society made available for sale, the unsold snacks
proves it was made for a smaller
person!
will be used at other events.)
Miniprograms
In April, Brenda Gibson, publicity director for the Miami Conservancy District, told an audience of
about 40 members and guests of the design and construction of the five dams after the 1913 Flood. (Trivia
Question: Name the five dams and the rivers they are on. Answer is below.) Gibson had photos showing the
rapidity with which the water rose during the flood, photos showing the construction, and photos of Morgan
Place, built for the workers to live in. She said the design was innovative and has been widely used since. The
Englewood Dam was completed 18 months ahead of schedule. And Morgan Place was a distinct settlement
welcoming workers’ families. After the dam was finished, Morgan Place was sold for residences. At one
point there was talk of annexing Englewood, but the village didn’t meet Morgan Place’s standards!
In May, Bob Makely talked about the history of the MetroParks and his 33 years of experience as
a park ranger. The MetroParks was formed in 1963 to take over the administration of the recreational areas
around the dams from the Conservancy District. Makely had photos of the dams and the early recreational
areas and told how the Civilian Conservation Corps not only built shelters, but several years ago some men
who had built the shelter at Taylorsville Dam came back to renovate it. At times the parks have been so
crowded the rangers have had to close the gates to limit the number of people. He described the tragedy when
a park employee and his wife drowned on Christmas Day several years ago. He pointed out that people who
take chances are not only endangering themselves but also the lives of the rangers who have to rescue them.
Approximately 28 people showed up for the program, and since many of the early rangers were school personnel working at summer jobs, many recognized some of the men in the photos.
In June, Ivan Clark showed a film, “Keeping the Promise,” put out by the Miami Valley Conservancy
District about the Flood and the creation of the dams. Among other things, the film mentioned heavy flooding
that had affected surrounding areas such as Cincinnati and Fort Wayne in the years since 1913 and how the
dams had kept the Miami Valley towns safe. Of particular interest to those of us old enough to remember the
heavy rains of 1959, the film had a map showing how without the dams, most of Dayton would have been
flooded to a depth of five feet.
(Answer to Trivia: Englewood Dam on the Stillwater River, Germantown Dam on Twin Creek, Huffman
Dam on the Mad River, Lockington Dam on Loramie Creek, and Taylorsville Dam on the Miami River.)
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TRIPLE CELEBRATION PLANNED
This year is an exciting one for the RTHS. We will mark three significant milestones with one event on
July 15 when we celebrate two anniversaries and hold a symbolic mortgage burning. [See p.1.]
In January of 1998, small group of people agreed to incorporate as
the Randolph Township Historical Society. Many of them had first met the
previous October, concerned that the merger of the Village of Clayton with
unincorporated areas of Randolph Township to form the City of Clayton
would lead to the loss of nearly 200 years of government records and
memories of rural life. By October, the group had its 100th member.
The proposed budget for 1998 optimistically allocated $400 for a “Reserve Fund for Costs for Permanent Location.” Over the next 10 years, as
the Society met in the Janice Ward Center, it considered several buildings,
The History Center
March 2008
but none were suitable.
But the Society forged ahead with displays and events, using community festivals and local venues. It celebrated the bicentennial of Randolph Township, held talks about the three
cities in the township, and, with the Northmont Drama Department, presented a program about prominent
residents of the past. In cooperation with the Vandalia-Butler and Clay Township historical societies, the
RTHS assembled a display on the National Road.
In January 2008, Glynn Marsh learned the Englewood Dunkard Church on Valleyview Drive was on
the market. After discussions, offers and counteroffers, and negotiations with banks, the Society bought the
building in March 2008 for $93,900, with a mortgage of $88,000. On Apr. 19 we formally took possession,
set about furnishing it, and on July 19 held a dedication and grand opening.
With ownership comes the responsibility for needed improvements and monthly expenses. Metal exterior
doors replaced less secure ones. Then energy issues claimed our attention. A grant from Vectren helped add
storm windows. Over the years the Society made many improvements. Exterior painting, signs, parking-lot
repaving, and shrubs spruced up the building’s appearance. The major roof replacement, with an 80 percent
grant from the Montgomery County Solid Waste District, used recycled aluminum. A member’s donation
supplied smoke detectors for the fire alarm system.
The Society also improved the lighting and outlets, and a donation in memory of Sue Cummings paid for
track lighting and other improvements. Room-darkening window shades made slide presentations more visible. With donations of used computers and the purchase of PastPerfect software, volunteers computerized the
paper records of donated items. New file cabinets hold many papers and photos.
The last major item was the heating and cooling system. During the last week of June, two new furnaces
and cooling units were installed at a cost of more than $15,000. By using reserves and a member’s $10,000
donation, everything is now fully paid. This does not take into account the many thousands of hours of donated time. Without strong support from the community and local governments, none of this would ever have
happened.
The Randolph Township Historical Society has maintained about 175 members. Thanks to the RTHS,
many local artifacts, such as the cement-and-stone artwork of Sam Gingrich, class pictures and yearbooks,
and ledgers and records of early businesses and government bodies, have been preserved. In addition to
displays, the Center has an archives room for research, with books, photos,
and genealogy material, interviews with residents now gone, and bound
copies of the Englewood Independent from 1975 through 2008. Students
from Englewood Elementary School come on field trips, and Northmont
alumni come during reunions. Visitors stop by during open hours and
others email or call with questions. The building is open to the public on
two Sundays of each month from April through October and by
appointment
The Center has been the site of a “hymn sing” by the Stump family
The History Center
that truly made “a joyful noise unto the Lord” and many talks, such as one
March 2015
by local historian Scott Trostel on the 1913 Flood in the northern Miami
Valley.
“Uniting

the Past with the Future”
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COMMUNITY REWARDS
PROGRAM

Membership Information
Yes! I want to become a Member of the Randolph
Township Historical Society.

One way to donate to the
Historical Society without
hurting your budget is to link
your KrogerPlus card to the
Kroger Community Rewards
program.
Each quarter, Kroger allots
a certain amount of money for
the Rewards budget and divides it among participating organizations according to each organization’s
percentage of the total spending by members of all
the organizations. Reports sent to RTHS only show
the customer’s KrogerPlus Card Number, name, and
the donation amount.
To register your KrogerPlus Card, go to
www.krogercommunityrewards.com and follow the
instructions. Link the card to RTHS (NPO #81403).
Those without computers or email can set up accounts at the public library or through another member. You can also register at 1‐800‐837‐4483, with
your KrogerPlus card and the RTHS number shown
above. The bottom of each receipt should show your
donation. Last year the Society earned about $500
through this program.

Date _____________________________________________
Name(s) __________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City/State/Zip _____________________________________
Phone____________________________________________
Email_____________________________________________
New ________ Renewal ___________Gift_______________
Membership Level (Check One)
_____Individual @$15.00/year
_____Family @ $35.00/year
_____Sustaining @ $25.00/year
_____Sponsoring @$75.00/year
_____Individual Lifetime @ $250.00 (one-time)
_____Corporate @ $150/year
Extra Cash Donation: $________________
Enclosed is my check for ___________________
Total ______________
Please send completed form with check to:

Randolph Township Historical Society
RTHS History Center
114 Valleyview Drive
Englewood, OH 45322-1324

******************

NEEDS AT THE CENTER
Money, Of Course
Once again, the Society is faced with spending money for repairs. The board of directors hates asking
members for more money, but maintaining a 160-year-old building takes a certain amount of it.
This time, we need to replace the furnaces and the air-conditioner. Many of you will remember reading of our close call in January when the wiring to a furnace shorted out. It’s possible the building would
have caught fire had not some members been working in the archives room that day. They investigated the
odor, turned off the furnaces, and drained the water pipes to keep them from freezing.
Ivan Clark has consulted with three heating and air-conditioning firms, and the consensus is that the
Society would be wise to replace the furnaces before we find ourselves with no heat next January, when all
HVAC companies are busy. In addition, newer furnaces are more efficient, saving money in the long run.
Similarly, the air-conditioner is an old one that uses freon, which is no longer available for airconditioners. Loss of air-conditioning would mean a new unit immediately, with little time to shop for quotes,
and might mean damaged artifacts if the building got too hot or humid. In addition, the new refrigerant is
better for the environment. While a historical society reveres the past, we must live in the present.
After long discussions in two board meetings, the conclusion was to have Allied Heating of Clayton
install Payne units for a cost of $14,801, after discounts. We have received an anonymous donation of
$10,000 and Treasurer Robin Perkins is looking into grants, but grants pay only part of the cost, and the
RTHS will have to pay for the work and then submit the paperwork to the grant agency.
The RTHS has been lucky in having members who have contributed expert knowledge and sometimes their labor, but heating and air-conditioning repairs and replacements call for hiring professionals. Anyone who would like to help out can use the form above to send in a donation. Also, the Society’s finances and
the minutes of the board meetings are open to anyone who would like to examine them, and the officers will
answer any questions.
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SOME DATES TO REMEMBER REMAINING IN 2018

All events are held at the RTHS History Center, 114 Valleyview Dr., Englewood, Ohio, unless otherwise noted.

Monthly Meetings:
2nd Wednesdays
July 11, 7:00 p.m.
Aug. 8, 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 12, 7:00 p.m.
Oct.10, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 14, 1:00 p.m.
(note time change)
Dec. 12, 1:00 p.m.

Work Sessions:
Wed. and Sat. afternoons
1–4 p.m.
Sunday Visitors’ Hours
at The History Center
Aug. 5 & 19
Sept. 9 and 13
Oct. 7 and 21
2 – 4 p.m.
By appointment only
November – March
Open other times by
appointment
Call 836-6751
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Special Events:
July 15: Tri-fold celebration
(20th anniversary of the
RTHS, 10th anniversary of the
History Center, and mortgageburning), 2 – 5 p.m.
Northmont Community
Market, occasional Sundays,
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Aug. 11 & 12: Englewood
Festival Parade & booth

